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School Choice Clears House Committee, with Modifications

Representative Danny Garrett advanced the large-scale school choice bill championed by Governor Ivey, the CHOOSE Act, through the House Ways and Means Education Committee on Thursday.  The committee passed a substitute, which made some changes to Garrett’s legislation.  

The modifications include:

1. Cap and Spending Oversight: A functional $100 million annual cap placed on spending from the Education Savings Account fund. Lawmakers cannot exceed this cap until the Department of Revenue certifies that at least 90 percent of existing funds have been used. 
1. Transparency for parents: Participating schools must share student test scores with parents and report school-level assessment information to the Department of Revenue
1. Military family priority: For the first two years, military families zoned for “D” or “F” schools have priority access to tax credits.

The House is expected to consider the legislation next Tuesday.  

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Bill Receives Quick Passage in the Senate 

On Tuesday, Senator Will Barfoot's anti-DEI bill, SB129, was filed and swiftly passed out of committee the following day. This bill garnered attention as it addresses several cultural concerns that conservatives have voiced in recent years. Its passage through the Senate on Thursday was marked by a party-line vote.

SB129 primarily targets what it defines as divisive concepts, specifically the notion that any particular race, sex, religion, etc., bears inherent responsibility for past actions committed by others within that group. Among its provisions, the bill mandates that public occupancy restrooms in public higher education institutions be designated based on biological sex. Additionally, it prohibits state funding linked to divisive concepts and prohibits teachers and state employees from compelling others to affirm or adhere to such concepts.

During the Senate proceedings, Democratic Senators successfully advocated for amendments aimed at safeguarding diversity requirements on relevant state boards and preserving the integrity of women's sports. Another amendment protects employees who address inquiries from students in coursework or training related to divisive concepts.

With the Senate's approval, the legislation now advances to the House for further consideration.

Senate Keeping Cards Close to Vest

After a swift passage in the House last week, all eyes are on the Senate to see what is next for the lottery and gaming proposal. The package would allow Alabamians to vote on a lottery, sports betting, and up to seven casinos. 

Senate leadership is working to secure the 21 votes necessary advance the legislation.

The legislation could see committee action as early as next week. Senate Leadership has indicated that it would like to hold votes on the legislation before the Legislature breaks for a recess the week of March 11. 

Lawmakers seek to clarify IVF status after court ruling

Following a recent Alabama Supreme Court ruling declaring frozen embryos "children" under state law, multiple bills have been introduced in both the House and Senate to address this controversial decision.

The ruling stemmed from a case where two couples' frozen embryos were destroyed after a hospital patient accessed the storage area. The court, citing a century-old law on wrongful death of minors, held the hospital liable due to negligence and classified the embryos as "children."

This decision has sparked national debate and prompted swift action from lawmakers. Senator Tim Melson and House Minority Leader Anthony Daniels have proposed bills that explicitly define any fertilized egg or embryo outside a woman's uterus as not constituting an "unborn child."

Given the significant national attention, a bill clarifying the legal status of embryos and providing relief for previously closed IVF facilities could be fast-tracked through the Legislature and reach Governor Ivey's desk by early March.

House Committee Public Hearing Set on proposed Ethics law revisions

Representative Matt Simpson, a former assistant district attorney, has filed an updated ethics reform proposal. The 69-page proposal aims to address concerns that have emerged since the last significant update to the state’s ethics laws in 2010. 

One key focus is clarifying concurrent jurisdictions in the current law shared by the Alabama Ethics Commission, Attorney General, and Secretary of State, which can create confusion, according to Simpson.

The House Ethics and Campaign Finance Committee will hold a public hearing on the bill Wednesday.
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	Bill
	Sponsors
	Title
	Last Action
	Latest Version

	AL
2024rs
HB 177
	Chris Sells

	Commerce Dept; secretary and deputy secretary salary revised
House Calendar: Special Order Calendar (HR53) (February 22, 2024)
Position: 5
	House • Feb 22, 2024: Third Reading House of Origin
	Introduced

	AL
2024rs
HB 227
	Matt Simpson

	Ethics; laws pertaining to public officials and public employees revised (Ethics and Campaign Finance)
Public Hearing • House Ethics and Campaign Finance standing meeting
Feb 28, 2024 10:30am
807
	House • Feb 22, 2024: Pending Committee Action In House Of Origin (Ethics and Campaign Finance)
	Introduced

	AL
2024rs
HB 181
	Craig Lipscomb

	State Waters, Alabama Waters Task Force created (Ports, Waterways & Intermodal Transit)
	House • Feb 15, 2024: Pending Committee Action In House Of Origin (Ports, Waterways & Intermodal Transit)
	Introduced

	AL
2024rs
HB 133
	Rex Reynolds

	Supplemental appropriations from State General Fund to specified agencies for fiscal year ending September 30, 2024. (Ways and Means General Fund)
	House • Feb 07, 2024: Pending Committee Action In House Of Origin (Ways and Means General Fund)
	Introduced

	AL
2024rs
SB 66
	Greg Albritton

	Supplemental appropriations from State General Fund to specified agencies for fiscal year ending September 30, 2024. (Finance and Taxation General Fund)
	Senate • Feb 07, 2024: Pending Committee Action In House Of Origin (Finance and Taxation General Fund)
	Introduced

	AL
2024rs
HB 118
	Ben Robbins

	Establish income tax credit to recruited or remote workers (Ways and Means Education)
	House • Feb 06, 2024: Pending Committee Action In House Of Origin (Ways and Means Education)
	Introduced

	AL
2024rs
SB 60
	Arthur Orr

	Ports, inland facilities, $5 million of additional motor fuel tax levied by act 2019-2 transferred from Rebuild Alabama fund to ADECA, create inland port and intermodal fund (Finance and Taxation General Fund)
	Senate • Feb 06, 2024: Pending Committee Action In House Of Origin (Finance and Taxation General Fund)
	Introduced



