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2024 SUMMER CONFERENCE

AGENDA

PASSWORD: EDAA2024



EXHIBIT SETUP
Grand Ballroom South Patio Foyer 10:00–1:00

REGISTRATION
Grand Ballroom Foyer 1:00–5:00

EXHIBIT
Grand Ballroom South Patio Foyer 1:00–5:00

EDAA BOARD MEETING
Beachside 3:00–5:00

OPENING RECEPTION
Grand Ballroom North
Sponsored by: 
Agracel
AIDT/RTP (Robotics Technology Park)
Bradley

5:30–7:00

DINNER ON YOUR OWN 7:00

SUNDAY, JULY 21



BREAKFAST
Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by: 
Eufaula Chamber of Commerce
TriRivers Waterway Development Association

7:15–8:15

EXHIBIT
Grand Ballroom South Patio Foyer 8:15-11:20

WELCOME
Magnolia Ballroom 8:15-8:30

A CONVERSATION WITH ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND EDPA
Angela Till, Deputy Secretary of Commerce
Greg Barker, EDPA
Sponsored by: TVA

8:30-9:00

A CONVERSATION WITH DIRECTOR  
KENNETH BOSWELL
Kenneth Boswell, Director, ADECA
Jim Searcy, Executive Director, EDAA

9:00-9:30

AIDT UPDATE
Ed Castile, Deputy Secretary of Commerce/AIDT Director 9:30-10:15

BREAK
Sponsored by: 
Alabama Higher Education Partnership – Student Retention Council
Alabama Mountain Lakes Tourist Association
Baldwin County EDA
Central Alabama Electric Cooperative 
Jackson County Economic Development Association
Morgan County Economic Development Association
TTL, Inc.
University of South Alabama

10:15-10:30

MONDAY, JULY 22



EDPA UPDATE
Greg Barker, President, EDPA
Sponsored by: Regions Bank

10:30-11:00

DOOR PRIZES 11:00-11:20

GOVERNOR’S LUNCHEON
Grand Ballroom
Governor Kay Ivey
Sponsored by: Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 

GEDI-EDAA LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE AWARDS

11:30-1:00

REGIONAL ROUNDTABLES
Moderator: Alabama Department of Commerce

North Alabama – Angela Smith, Alabama Department of Commerce
Azalea A

Central Alabama – Ted Clem, Alabama Department of Commerce
Azalea C-F

South Alabama – Hollie Pegg, Alabama Department of Commerce
Azalea B

1:00-2:30

RECEPTION
Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by:  
Butler Snow, LLP
Central Alabama Electric Cooperative

6:00-6:30

ALABAMA DINNER
Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by: City of Clanton

6:30-8:00

CHILDREN’S BINGO
Magnolia 2 8:00-9:30

CASINO NIGHT
Azalea Ballroom
Sponsored by: Grow Southeast Alabama

8:00-11:00



TUESDAY, JULY 23
BREAKFAST
Grand Ballroom
Sponsored by: PowerSouth Energy Cooperative

7:30-8:30

EXHIBIT
Grand Ballroom South Patio Foyer 8:30-11:00

HOW AI COULD DISRUPT SITE SELECTION  
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Cedric Colbert, Senior Consultant, GLS
Sponsored by: C Spire

8:30-9:30

TALENT ATTRACTION AND RETENTION
Moderator: Miller Girvin, EDPA
Nasir Jordan, UAB
Rylen Dempsey, University of Alabama
MarKaylee Talton, Shelton State
Chaney Scott McCorquodale, University of Alabama

9:30-10:15

BREAK
Sponsored by: 
Butler County Commission of Economic Development
Horizon Point Consulting, Inc.
Lowndes County Economic Development Commission
Marshall County Economic Development Council
St. Clair County Economic Development Council

10:15-10:30

THE US ECONOMY: WHAT IS REALLY HAPPENING?
John Norris, Chief Economist, Managing Director, Oakworth Capital Bank 10:30-11:15

THINGS A COMMERCIAL DEVELOPER WISHED CITY 
OFFICIALS KNEW
Buff Teague, JLL
Michael Delaney, Delaney Property Group

11:15-11:45

DOOR PRIZES 11:45-12:00

AFTERNOON NETWORKING EVENT
Grand Pool 2:00-4:00



WEDNESDAY, JULY 24

BREAKFAST
Grand Ballroom 7:15-8:15

EXHIBIT 8:15-10:30

EXISTING INDUSTRY – HOW WE SUCCEED
Moderator: Ansley Emfinger, Chambers County Development Authority
Amy Brabham, City of Auburn Economic Development Dept
Amber Turner, Limestone County Economic Development Association
David Hutchison, Butler County Commission for Economic Development

8:15-8:45

THE NEW STATE OF LABOR RELATIONS/UAW
Marcel Debruge, Attorney, Burr Forman 8:45-9:30

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Taylor Williams, Legislative Committee Chair, PowerSouth  
Energy Cooperative

9:30-10:00

BUSINESS SESSION, FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS, 
DOOR PRIZES AND ADJOURN 10:00-10:30



CONFERENCE
SPONSORS
EVENT SPONSORS 

Agracel

AIDT/RTP (Robotics Technology Park)

Alabama Municipal Electric Authority

Bradley

Butler Snow LLP

Central Alabama Electric Cooperative

City of Clanton

Grow Southeast Alabama

SESSION SPONSORS 

C Spire 

Regions Bank

TVA

EXHIBITORS  

ACCS Innovation Center 

ADEM Brownfield Redevelopment 

Alabama Center for Real Estate

Alabama Community College 
System Adult Education

ATLAS Technical Consultants

ATN-CONNEX Alabama

Dynamic Civil Solutions

ECS Southeast, LLC

Fite Building

LaBella Associates

Lathan Associates Architects

Morell Engineering

Sain Associates

Schoel

Technical Training Aids

Terracon Consultants, Inc.

Transfr, Inc.

WAS Design, Inc.

BREAKFAST SPONSORS 

Eufaula Barbour County 
Chamber of Commerce

PowerSouth Energy Cooperative

TriRivers Waterway 
Development Association

LANYARD SPONSOR 

Goodwyn Mills Cawood, LLC

DIAMOND SPONSORS 

AIDT

ARCO

Balch & Bingham

City of Prattville

CMC Gas

Hargrove Engineers & Constructors

JESCO, Inc.

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Alabama SBDC Network

AlabamaWorks (AIDT)

Brasfield & Gorrie

Burr Forman

City of Auburn Economic 
Development Department

City of Opelika

City of Wetumpka

Maynard Nexsen

Opelika Industrial Development Authority

Spire

GOLD SPONSORS 

Alabama State Port Authority

Auburn University, Office of 
V.P. for Research & ED

Baldwin EMC

CDFL Architects + Engineers

CDG Engineers & Associates

Clayco

DeKalb County Economic 
Development Authority

Doster Construction



CONFERENCE
SPONSORS

Dunn Building Company

Goodgame Company, Inc.

INCO Group, LLC

Marshall County Economic 
Development Council

Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce

SILVER SPONSORS 

58, Inc.

Building & Earth Sciences

Central Alabama Community College

Chambers County Development Authority

City of Millbrook

CSX Railroad

Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce

Elmore County Economic 
Development Authority

Heflin Industrial Development Board

HudsonAlpha Institute for Biotechnology

Huntsville/Madison County Chamber

Jasper Industrial Development Board

Macon County Economic Development

NAIDA

Norfolk Southern

Port of Huntsville - Huntsville 
International Airport

Prattville Area Chamber of Commerce

South Alabama Electric Cooperative

Transfr, Inc.

Volkert, Inc.

Westervelt Ecological Services

BREAK SPONSORS 

Alabama Higher Education Partnership 
– Student Retention Council

Alabama Mountain Lakes 
Tourist Association

Baldwin County Economic 
Development Alliance

Butler County Commission of 
Economic Development

Central Alabama Electric Cooperative

Horizon Point Consulting, Inc.

Jackson County Economic 
Development Authority

Lowndes County Economic 
Development Commission

Marshall County Economic Development

Morgan County Economic 
Development Association

St. Clair County Economic 
Development Council

TTL, Inc.

University of South Alabama

BRONZE SPONSORS 

Barge Design Solutions 

Blount County EDC

Bullock County Development Authority

Byard Associates, LLC

Centerfire Economic

City of Anniston

Crenshaw County Economic & 
Industrial Development Authority

Cullman Economic Development Agency

Jefferson County Economic and 
Industrial Development Authority

Lake Martin Area Economic 
Development Alliance

Lawrence County Industrial 
Development Board

Limestone County Economic 
Development Association

Ozark-Dale County Economic 
Development Corporation

Scottsboro Industrial Development Board

Shoals Economic Development Authority

SSOE Group

Walker County Economic & Industrial 
Development Authority

Wiregrass Economic 
Development Corporation



Angela Smith - President

Jamie Troutman - First Vice President

Melody Whitten - Second Vice President

Shane Kearney - Secretary/Treasurer

Taylor Williams - Immediate Past President

Cary Cox 
Nathan Lee 
Allison Brantley 
Chris Busby 
Lee Johnson 

2024-2025 EDAA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kevin Taylor - Chair

Ansley Emfinger - Co-Chair

Jacquie Allen
Whitney Barlow
Brandi Boswell
Cary Cox
Colton Cureton
Nick Hadley
Ross Ivey
Griffin O’Connor
Tammy Perry
Jonathan Schniper
Robyn Snellgrove
Karen Suggs
Thomas Tyson
Joel Watts

SUMMER 
CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

Lisa Miller 
Vince Perez 
David Padgett 
Kevin Jackson

2024 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT
October 6 – 8, 2024
Perdido Beach Resort

2025 WINTER CONFERENCE
January 27 – 29, 2025
Renaissance Hotel & Spa at the Convention Center

2025 SUMMER CONFERENCE
July 27 – 30, 2025
The Grand Hotel Golf Resort & Spa

2026 WINTER CONFERENCE
January 26 – 28, 2026
Renaissance Hotel & Spa at the Convention Center

2026 SUMMER CONFERENCE
July 19 – 22, 2026
The Grand Hotel Golf Resort & Spa



Kevin Taylor - Chair

Ansley Emfinger - Co-Chair

Jacquie Allen
Whitney Barlow
Brandi Boswell
Cary Cox
Colton Cureton
Nick Hadley
Ross Ivey
Griffin O’Connor
Tammy Perry
Jonathan Schniper
Robyn Snellgrove
Karen Suggs
Thomas Tyson
Joel Watts

LEGACY 

Alabama Power Company

ADVOCATE 

Alabama Department of Commerce 

Southeast Gas 

Spire 

MENTOR 

ADECA 

CMC Gas 

PARTNER 

Alabama Community College System 

Alabama State Port Authority  

Birmingham Business Alliance  

Central Alabama Electric Cooperative  

EDPA 

Huntsville/Madison County Chamber

Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce  

Montgomery Area Chamber of Commerce

North Alabama Industrial 
Development Association 

PRINCIPAL 

58, Inc. | Shelby County EDC 

Alabama SBDC Network

Alabama Municipal Electric Authority

Butler County Commission for 
Economic Development

Chambers County Development Authority

City of Auburn/Auburn IDB

City of Opelika/Opelika IDA

Cullman Economic Development Agency

Dothan Area Chamber of Commerce

Energy Systems Group

Jefferson County Economic and 
Industrial Development Authority

LaBella Associates

Morgan County Economic 
Development Association

Norfolk Southern

Prattville Area Chamber of Commerce

Talladega County Economic 
Development Authority

The Aviation Council of Alabama

Tuscaloosa County Industrial 
Development Authority

TVA

Walker County Development Authority

SUSTAINING 

City of Hoover

Covington County Economic 
Development Commission

Elmore County Economic 
Development Authority

Gadsden Etowah County Industrial 
Development Authority

Marshall County Economic 
Development Council

St. Clair Economic Development Council

The Industrial Development 
Board of Lawrence County

CONTINUING 
SPONSORS
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION OF ALABAMA
2 North Jackson Street, Suite 302 

Montgomery, AL 36104

Phone: (334) 676-2085 edaa.org


